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California’s water story

California’s mild climate and abundant natural
resources atfracted early settlers, but water was the
catalyst that allowed the state to grow and prosper.
Water grows our food, powers turbines for electricity
and serves as the lifeblood of indusiry. Water nurtures
our landscapes and provides habitat for wildlife and our
natural environment.

Capturing the water and putting it fo use means among
other things moving it from northern California,
where nearly 75 percent of the state’s rainfall
occurs, to central and southern California,
where 75 percent of the agricultural and urban
demand exists. Water storage and conveyance
projects moved the water to where it was needed most,
transforming deserts into farmland and giving life to new
cities and towns.

Without these projects, much of the state would
be different from what we see today. These
projects helped make California the nation’s
leading producer of food and fiber, a
major manufacturing center, the most
populous state in the nation, and
the eighth largest economy in
the world. !
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About the Santa Clara Valley Water District

Established in 1929, the Santa Clara Valley Water District serves the county’s 1.8 million residents. The water

district built and manages 10 local reservoirs, protects and manages the groundwater basins, protects the quality
of its water sources; designs, builds and operates water conveyance and distribution facilities; and operates three
drinking water treatment plants. It also sells freated water to local water retailers that serve communities within the

county via their own distribution systems.

On the cover:

1. Alamitos Groundwater
Recharge Pond, San Jose

2. Coliforia Aqueduci

3. Recycled Water “purple pipe”

4. Save water for o betler world .

Santa Clara Valley
Waler District 4

5750 Almaden Expwy
San Jose, CAQ5118
www.valleywater.org
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